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STEUBEN COUNTY FINANCE COMMITTEE
Tuesday, September 13, 2016

10:00 a.m.
Legislative Committee Room

Steuben County Office Building
Bath, New York

**MINUTES**

COMMITTEE: Scott J. Van Etten, Chair Gary D. Swackhamer, Vice Chair Kelly H. Fitzpatrick
Gary B. Roush Brian C. Schu

STAFF: Jack K. Wheeler Mitchell Alger Alan Reed
Andy Morse Ken Peaslee Steve Orcutt
Eric Rose Cheryl Crocker Hank Chapman
Wendy Jordan Wendy Flaitz Pat Donnelly
Jim Allard Jennifer Prossick Judy Hunter

LEGISLATORS: Joseph J. Hauryski Carol A. Ferratella Hilda T. Lando
Steven Maio John V. Malter

OTHERS: Mary Perham

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Van Etten called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 9, 2016, MEETING MADE BY MR. SCHU.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

III. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS
A. Office of Community Services

1. Budget Adjustment - – Dr. Chapman informed the committee that they received the 2016 NYS
OASAS cost of living (COLA) adjustment in the amount of $3,982. He requested authorization to accept this
funding, decrease the Federal Aid – OASAS by $642 and appropriate $521 to Hornell Concern for Youth, $281 to
Family Service Society and $2,538 to Catholic Charities.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES TO ACCEPT
A NYS OASAS COLA ADJUSTMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,982, DECREASING THE FEDERAL AID –
OASAS BY $642, AND APPROPRIATING $521 TO HORNELL CONCERN FOR YOUTH, $281 TO FAMILY
SERVICE SOCIETY AND $2,538 TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR.
SCHU. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

B. Probation
1. Budget Transfer – Mrs. Crocker requested authorization to transfer $11,000 from the Salaries

line item to the Major Equipment line item for the purchase of cameras at the Hornell Probation Office. Mr.
Wheeler commented these cameras are for security purposes.
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MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE PROBATION DIRECTOR TO TRANSFER $11,000 FROM THE SALARIES
LINE ITEM TO THE MAJOR EQUIPMENT LINE ITEM FOR THE PURCHASE OF CAMERAS AT THE
HORNELL PROBATION OFFICE MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR. SCHU. ALL BEING IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

C. Sheriff’s Office
1. Grants – Undersheriff Allard presented three Legislative Initiative Grants, one Child Passenger

Safety Grant and one Traffic Safety Grant for approval.

MOTION: ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING $40,000 IN LEGISLATIVE GRANT FUNDING TO
PURCHASING ALERT TRAINING KITS; ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING $4,353.24 IN LEGISLATIVE
GRANT FUNDING FOR THE DOMESTIC ABUSE RESPONSE TEAM (DART); ACCEPTING AND
APPROPRIATING $10,000 IN LEGISLATIVE GRANT FUNDING FOR THE CELLIBRITE PHONE SYSTEM;
ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING $2,550 IN CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY FUNDING, AND
ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING $9,000 IN TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT FUNDING FOR THE STEP
PROGRAM MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR.
MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

D. Buildings and Grounds
1. Transfer from Repairs & Renovations Reserve – Mr. Rose requested authorization to transfer

$83,000 from the Repairs & Renovations Reserve to the capital project entitled “Steel Roofs for Courthouse”.
Mr. Wheeler stated we have $350,000 in the capital project. We put out a bid for the courthouse roof
replacement, along with the Clerk’s/Surrogate’s building. With the additional $83,000, we will be able to do the
entire project.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF $83,000 FROM THE REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS
RESERVICE TO A CAPITAL PROJECT ENTITLED “STEEL ROOFS FOR COURTHOUSE” MADE BY MR.
SCHU. SECONDED BY MR. ROUSH. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0. Resolution Required.

E. Public Works
1. Transfer Surplus Funds – Mr. Orcutt requested authorization to transfer surplus funds from the

Permanent Improvements, paving projects for three new paving projects. CR 41 is being moved up from 2017
schedule and the cost of $153,000. CR 83 and CR 89 were rated “poor” and were not included on the five year
schedule. The costs for those projects are $111,000 and $202,000 respectively.

2. Surplus Machinery Fund – Mr. Orcutt requested authorization to appropriate surplus funds in
the Machinery Fund, Diesel Fuel to fund a paving/safety project for students on CR 74 in the Town of Prattsburgh
for a cost of $185,000.

3. Flood Funds – Mr. Orcutt requested authorization to appropriate $93,193 from the State grant for
the 2004 to Permanent Improvements for the CR 10 project.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM D.511200 PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS,
PAVING PROJECTS TO THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS: CR41, HORNBY ($153,000), CR83, TROUPSBURG
($111,000), AND CR89, URBANA ($202,000); APPROPRIATING $185,000 FROM DM 513000, MACHINERY
FUND, DIESEL FUEL TO D.511200 PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CR74, PRATTSBURGH
PROJECT; AND ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING $93,193 IN 2004 FLOOD FUNDS FROM THE STATE
TO D.511200 PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CR10, BATH PROJECT MADE BY MR. SCHU.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

Mrs. Ferratella commented as a point of interest, the Hornby Town Historian found paperwork from 1916
showing that they paved 6 miles of road for $56,000 and now we are paving 1.7 miles for $153,000.



3
Tuesday, September 13, 2016

F. Finance
1. Monthly Reports – Mr. Donnelly asked if there were any questions/comments about the monthly

reports. Mr. Van Etten stated that on page two of the Budget Transfers report, for RSVP, the revenue and
expenses do not add up.

Mr. Wheeler commented Social Services overtime has increased due to significant turnover. They currently have
twenty vacant positions.

Mr. Van Etten stated on the County Cost Analysis, he assumes that it is a timing issue, but WC expenditures are
only at 37.2 percent for the year. Mr. Donnelly replied we bill once and the towns pay, however, the money goes
out at a different rate. Mr. Van Etten commented that Mental Health revenues are not lagging behind what the
expenditures are. Mr. Wheeler stated Dr. Chapman has been doing a good job.

Mr. Swackhamer asked what is the reason for increased overtime in the County Clerk’s Office? Mrs. Hunter
replied we had temporary hires to do scanning. Mr. Wheeler stated they employed college students during winter
and summer break to help with scanning. Mrs. Hunter stated they did a fantastic job. All of the pistol permits
have been scanned. Also, as of March 2015, an individual’s confidential information is no longer allowed to be
filed in our office pursuant to OCA regulations. The students were very helpful in assisting our staff with that.
Mr. Swackhamer asked what about the overtime? Mr. Wheeler replied they had staff out for various reasons.

2. Town Use of Online Credit Card System – Mr. Donnelly informed the committee that they will
offer the towns the opportunity to have taxpayers pay their January tax bills through the website. We will need to
negotiate with Value Payment systems to do that.

3. Sales Tax – Mr. Donnelly stated year-to-date we have seen an increase of 7/10 of a percent from
the same period last year.

4. Tax Auction – Mr. Donnelly informed the committee that in July we had received an offer to
purchase 60 acres of property in the Town of Canisteo for $3,500. We rejected that offer and included the
property in the tax sale auction. The property went for $33,500. Overall for the tax sale, we had one property that
defaulted. Gross receipts were $669,350 and this year we made $180,000.

G. County Manager
1. Budget Workshop – Mr. Wheeler proposed holding the Budget Workshops on October 11th at

11:00 a.m., or immediately following the Finance Committee meeting. If needed, we will also schedule the
following day, October 12th at 9:00 a.m.

MOTION: SETTING THE DATES FOR THE FINANCE BUDGET WORKSHOP AS TUESDAY, OCTOBER
11, 2016 AT 11:00 A.M. OR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING, AND
OCTOBER 12, 2016, AT 9:00 A.M. MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK.
ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION AND RECONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT
TO PUBLIC OFFICERS’ LAW, ARTICLE 7§ 105.1.H. THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION, SALE OR LEASE
OF REAL PROPERTY OR THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF SECURITIES, OR SALE OR EXCHANGE
OF SECURITIES HELD BY SUCH PUBLIC BODY, BUT ONLY WHEN PUBLICITY WOULD
SUBSTANTIALLY AFFECT THE VALUE THEREOF MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR. SCHU.
ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: EXTENDING THE DEADLINE FOR THE PURCHASE OF PARCEL #197.49-01-024.000, SITUATE
IN THE VILLAGE OF CANISTEO, UNTIL SEPTEMBER 25, 2016, AND CHARGING AN ADDITIONAL FEE
OF $250.00 MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR.
MOTION CARRIES 5-0.
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MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO CONVEY TITLE RELATIVE TO
PARCEL #299.16-01-046.000, SITUATE IN THE CITY OF CORNING, TO THE PURCHASER, GERALD
WRAY BY SEPTEMBER 25, 2016 MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER. SECONDED BY MR. SCHU. ALL
BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RECONVENE IN REGULAR SESSION MADE BY
MR. SCHU. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted by

Amanda L. Chapman
Deputy Clerk
Steuben County Legislature

**NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR**
Tuesday, October 11, 2016

Legislative Committee Room
10:00 a.m.

Please send agenda items to the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office
NO LATER THAN NOON

Wednesday, October 5, 2016


