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Wednesday, September 7, 2016

STEUBEN COUNTY AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
Wednesday, September 7, 2016

10:00 a.m.
Legislative Committee Conference Room

Steuben County Office Building
Bath, New York

**MINUTES**

COMMITTEE: Robin K. Lattimer, Chair K. Michael Hanna, Vice Chair John V. Malter

STAFF: Jack K. Wheeler Mitchell Alger Jennifer Prossick
Eric Rose Matt Sousa Andy Morse

LEGISLATORS: Joseph J. Hauryski Carol A. Ferratella Kelly H. Fitzpatrick
Hilda T. Lando

ABSENT: Dan C. Farrand Robert V. Nichols

OTHERS: James C. Johnson, Executive Director, Steuben County Industrial Development Agency
Jill Staats, Steuben County Industrial Development Agency
Larkin Podsiedlik, Executive Director, Cornell Cooperative Extension
Mary Perham

I. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Lattimer called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and asked Ms. Fitzpatrick to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 3, 2016, MEETING MADE BY MR. HANNA.
SECONDED BY MR. MALTER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0.

III. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
A. Planning

1. Modifying and Adopting Agricultural District No. Seven As a Result of Eight-Year Review
– Mr. Sousa requested the committee modify and adopt Agricultural District No. Seven as a result of the eight-
year review. This district is within the towns of Dansville, Fremont, Hornell, Hornellsville, Hartsville, Howard
and Canisteo.

MOTION: MODIFYING AND ADOPTING AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. SEVEN AS A RESULT OF
THE EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW MADE BY MR. HANNA. SECONDED BY MR. MALTER. ALL BEING IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0. Resolution Required.

B. Buildings & Grounds
1. Bid Award for Courthouse/Clerk’s Roof – Mr. Rose informed the committee they received two

bids for the roof replacement of the Courthouse and Clerk’s/Surrogates Building from A. W. Farrell and
Weathermaster. He recommended awarding to the low bidder, A. W. Farrell for a total cost of $433,000. This
includes the replacement of the roof on the Courthouse, the Clerk’s/Surrogates Building, fixing the drain on the
County Office Building and fixing the Cupola on the Courthouse.
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Mr. Wheeler stated we have $350,000 in the capital project for the Courthouse, however, we had also wanted to
get a quote for the Clerk’s/Surrogates Building. He recommended doing all the projects and to transfer $83,000
from the Building Repairs and Renovations to the capital project.

MOTION: AWARDING THE BID FOR THE COURTHOUSE/CLERK’S ROOF REPLACEMENT TO THE
LOW BIDDER, A. W. FARRELL, FOR A TOTAL COST OF $433,000 AND AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF
$83,000 FROM THE BUILDING REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS RESERVE TO THE CAPITAL PROJECT
ENTITLED STEEL ROOFS FOR COURTHOUSE MADE BY MR. MALTER. SECONDED BY MR. HANNA.
ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0. Resolution Required.

Mr. Wheeler also recommended the committee declare the roof replacement project a maintenance activity, Type
II under SEQR.

MOTION: DECLARING THE COURTHOUSE/CLERK’S ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT A TYPE II
MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY FOR SEQR PURPOSES MADE BY MR. HANNA. SECONDED BY MR.
MALTER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0.

2. Bid Award for Boiler Repairs at Old Health Care Facility – Mr. Rose stated they received one
bid from K and E Fabricating Company, Inc. They will be replacing the internal parts on one of the boilers. He
recommended awarding for a total cost of $18,746.

MOTION: AWARDING THE BID FOR BOILER REPAIRS AT THE OLD HEALTH CARE FACILITY TO K
AND E FABRICATING COMPANY, INC. FOR A TOTAL COST OF $18,746 MADE BY MR. HANNA.
SECONDED BY MR. MALTER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0.

IV. OUTSIDE AGENCIES
A. Steuben County Industrial Development Agency

1. Activities Update

a. Urbana Hotel – The Urbana Hotel opened at the beginning of the summer.

b. Manufacturing Automation Systems (MAS) – They are purchasing the old Lindley-Presho
School and are working on rezoning. This is primarily an engineering firm and they want to bring their
manufacturing in-house and anticipate adding six new employees.

c. Southern Tier Provisions – They have submitted a consolidated funding application for
the expansion of their cooler and retail showroom area.

d. Corning Hospital – The redevelopment of the Corning Hospital site is consuming a
significant amount of time. The State did issue a $6 million incentive for the project. However, the
Department of Health called and we will have to pay prevailing wage for this project. Additionally, the
Governor had arbitrarily set a goal regarding minority- and woman-owned business enterprise (MWBE)
requirements. This is presenting a very big issue for this project as we are required to meet a goal of 35
percent. Under the Governor’s goals, if you cannot hit the percent, then you have to go through a waiver
process which takes 12 – 18 months, and additionally, they cut your State assistance by the amount you
are unable to meet the established goal. On this particular project, this has increased the project costs by
$600,000 and is hurting our local contractors. We are seeing a $1.3 million cost increase due to
prevailing wage and MWBE.

e. Corning Hotel Project – We have secured additional funding from Empire State
Development and Senator O’Mara. Currently, they are in the process of tying up loose ends and it is
anticipated that the contractors will be onsite within the next couple of weeks.
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f. Alstom – Alstom has a contract with Amtrak to build next generation trains. This sets up
the Hornell site to be the world leader in this new technology. We have partnered with the Hornell
Industrial Development Agency and have a consultant to facilitate the $35 million URI. They will be
looking at an infrastructure upgrade, supply chain development and workforce development. We will be
looking to develop a supply chain center of excellence in Hornell and are working with the current supply
chain in Europe to supply Hornell. We also will be working with educational institutions. Alstom will
need 200 more engineers within the next few months, in addition to 300 – 400 more employees to work
production.

g. Kraft – The process is still ongoing.

h. Wind Development – There are three projects looking to take place within the County;
Baron, Canisteo Wind and Eight Point. These companies are working through the Article 10 process and
if all goes through, we will see a total of 300 megawatts, which equates to $1.5 million in new tax
revenue to various communities. There is a concern about the distance between Hornell and Bath. The
turbines for these projects will be larger; 100 feet taller and generate 4 megawatts per tower.

i. New York State Economic Development Conference – Mr. Johnson informed the
committee they will be hosting this event October 18th and October 19th at the Radisson in Corning. This
is a huge honor to be able to host.

j. I-86 Corridor – They are looking at development opportunities, specifically in Painted
Post and Erwin. One area of focus has been on the Workforce Development Subcommittee. They
published a report that showed 30 percent of the labor pool within the area will retire within the next 5 –
10 years. That equates to 7,000 employees that we will need to replace. Those numbers do not take into
account growth. This is a huge issue. We have presented our findings to CSS Workforce and have
requested Corning Community College take a more proactive approach in managing this workforce issue.
Mr. Wheeler commented this is a logical fit for CSS Workforce, and they have a new director, Dan
Porter. Mr. Hauryski commented he met with Mr. Porter this morning and he was very impressed. Mr.
Porter has a lot to do to turn things around. Mr. Johnson commented this is a national problem.

k. Empire State Development – Mr. Johnson stated they recently hosted an individual
representing the Marketing Strategy Division of Empire State Development. This is the first time that
they have looked at tourism as a major industry sector.

l. Keuka Lake Waterfront – Work continues on this project.

m. Philips – There has been an amendment to the Brownfield application. They are now in
the Public Hearing period. The hope is to have the building on the market during the first quarter of next
year.

n. Cohocton Wind Project – Sun Energy has filed Chapter 11 Bankruptcy and is undergoing
reorganization. They are current on their PILOTS with us and at this point, business is as usual.

V. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Cooperative Extension – Ms. Podsiedlik informed the committee that the County Fair went very well and

we had many 4-H participants. This year we were able to send numerous 4-H exhibits to the State Fair. The Outdoor
Show will be held October 8th and October 9th. Farm-City Day will be held the first week in October for the various
school districts. She also informed the committee that they have posted a calendar of upcoming events.
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MOTION: TO ADJOURN MADE BY MR. HANNA. SECONDED BY MR. MALTER. ALL BEING IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 3-0.

Respectfully Submitted by

Amanda L. Chapman
Deputy Clerk
Steuben County Legislature

**NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR**
Wednesday, October 5, 2016

10:00 a.m.
Please send your agenda items to the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office

NO LATER THAN NOON
Wednesday, September 28, 2016.


