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STEUBEN COUNTY FINANCE COMMITTEE
Tuesday, March 8, 2016

10:00 a.m.
Legislative Committee Room

Steuben County Office Building
Bath, New York

**MINUTES**

COMMITTEE: Scott J. Van Etten, Chair Gary D. Swackhamer, Vice Chair Kelly H. Fitzpatrick
Gary B. Roush Brian C. Schu

STAFF: Jack K. Wheeler Mitch Alger Vince Spagnoletti
David Cole Ken Peaslee Pat Donnelly
Steve Orcutt Shawn Corey Tammy Hurd-Harvey

LEGISLATORS: Joseph J. Hauryski Carol A. Ferratella Hilda T. Lando
Robin K. Lattimer

OTHERS: Mary Perham
Jeff Smith, The Leader

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Van Etten called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 8, 2016, MEETING MADE BY MR. SCHU.
SECONDED BY MR. SWACKHAMER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

III. DEPARTMENTAL REQUESTS
A. Information Technology

1. Modification to Phone System – Mr. Peaslee informed the committee that when we installed the
new phone system, we had a couple of video phones installed in Probation and the Public Defender’s Office to
allow them to communicate with inmates at the Jail. When they installed those phones, we had received some
extra video phones. Our system needs to be updated to provide better quality of use for these phones. He
requested authorization to contract with Ronco to improve the system and install additional video phones in the
Hornell and Corning Probation offices. The total cost is $6,840 and he has money available in the phone system
capital project.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO CONTRACT WITH
RONCO TO IMPROVE THE VIDEO PHONE SYSTEM AND INSTALL ADDITIONAL VIDEO PHONES IN
THE HORNELL AND CORNING PROBATION OFFICES FOR A TOTAL COST OF $6,840.00, TO BE PAID
FOR OUT OF THE PHONE SYSTEM CAPITAL PROJECT MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

B. Sheriff’s Office
1. Budget Adjustments

a. Livescan Machines - Sheriff Cole informed the committee that the Livescan machines
they currently have are in need of replacement. The State will pay $20,000 toward the purchase. He
stated that he has $21,391 left over in the Jail Major Equipment line item from when they refurbished the
key box. He requested authorization to transfer $21,391 from the Major Equipment/Machinery line item
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in the Jail to the Major Equipment/Machinery line item in the Sheriff’s Office for the purchase of two
Livescan machines.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE SHERIFF TO TRANSFER $21,391 FROM THE JAIL’S MAJOR
EQUIPMENT/MACHINERY LINE ITEM TO THE SHERIFF’S MAJOR EQUIPMENT/MACHINERY LINE
ITEM FOR THE PURCHASE OF TWO LIVESCAN MACHINES MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER.
SECONDED BY MR. ROUSH. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

b. 2015 Homeland Security Grant – Sheriff Cole requested authorization to accept $20,700
from the 2015 Homeland Security Grant. These funds will be used to purchase night vision monoculars
for the CIRT Team.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE SHERIFF TO ACCEPT $20,700 IN 2015 HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT
FUNDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF NIGHT VISION MONOCULARS FOR THE CIRT TEAM MADE BY
MR. SCHU. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

c. SRO Vehicles – Sheriff Cole requested authorization to accept reimbursement in the
amount of $72,000 from the Department of Social Services for the purchase of two SRO vehicles. Mr.
Allard explained we have a Sheriff’s Deputy at the two BOCES campuses and we receive reimbursement
from the Department of Social Services. Part of that reimbursement is for equipment. Mr. Wheeler
commented the Department of Social Services has State Administration Funds that are available for this
purpose. They pay 62 percent and BOCES pays 38 percent.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF $72,000 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES STATE ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS TO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE MAJOR EQUIPMENT LINE
ITEM FOR THE PURCHASE OF TWO VEHICLES FOR SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS MADE BY MR.
SCHU. SECONDED BY MR. SWACKHAMER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

C. Law Department
1. Tax Certiorari Proceedings – Mr. Corey informed the committee that they have received a

request from the City of Corning to participate in two Tax Certiorari proceedings. The first is relative to Stewart
Park Apartments and the second is relative to Mountainbrow Village Townhouses. Both properties appear to be
within our $2 million, single owner limit. Our portion would be 20 percent which equates to approximately $800
per property for an appraisal or $2,000 per property for a court-ready appraisal.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY TO PARTICIPATE IN TAX CERTIORARI PROCEEDINGS
RELATIVE TO STEWART PARK APARTMENTS AND MOUNTAINBROW VILLAGE TOWNHOUSES,
BOTH SITUATE IN THE CITY OF CORNING MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK.
ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

D. Public Works
1. Major Equipment – Pressure Washer – Mr. Spagnoletti requested authorization to add a steam

pressure washer to his Major Equipment list.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ADD A STEAM PRESSURE
WASHER TO THE MAJOR EQUIPMENT LIST MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

2. Major Equipment – Wheeled Excavator – Mr. Spagnoletti requested authorization to add a
rubber tired wheeled excavator to his Major Equipment list. We purchased a wheeled excavator in 2013 for a cost
of $178,000, however, we have had numerous mechanical issues. We are currently negotiating with the vendor to
exchange our current excavator with a new excavator.



3
Tuesday, March 8, 2016

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ADD A WHEELED
EXCAVATOR TO THE MAJOR EQUIPMENT LIST MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER. SECONDED BY MR.
SCHU. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

E. Finance
1. Monthly Reports – Mr. Van Etten thanked Mrs. Hurd-Harvey for her responses to his emailed

questions. He commented the Landfill does concern him. We currently carry a surplus, but if we are chipping
away at it every year, it sounds like we have the Health Care Facility number 2. Eventually we will be chipping
away at a zero balance.

Mr. Spagnoletti explained for the period 2011 – 2013, we averaged each year a $750,000 profit. For 2014-2016,
if we assume a $750,000 loss for 2016, that three year average would be a loss of $750,000. Right now we show
a $1.3 million loss for 2015. This includes a $1.1 million one-time charge. If you take the $750,000 loss without
that one-time $1.1 million charge, then the $500,000 less in revenue will turn into a $750,000 loss for 2016.
Outside garbage and BUDs are coming in higher than we had expected. Right now for 2016, we are projecting a
$250,000 - $750,000 loss. Over the twenty-three years that he has been here, the budget runs in cycles. We are at
a point where it does seem as though we are running out of ways to cut costs and increase renveue. Mr.
Spagnoletti stated right now, approximately 55,000 tons of Steuben County garbage is going to private landfills.
If we were getting that tonnage, we would have an additional $1.5 million to our bottom line. This is a very
critical year for us.

Mr. Hauryski asked how do you come up with the figure of 55,000 tons leaving the County? Mr. Spagnoletti
explained Casella takes 30,000 tons, which includes tonnage from the cities of Corning and Hornell. Lippincott is
taking 14,000 tons and we have estimated miscellaneous tons of 11,000 that we are losing. He stated right now
we have $12 million in cash and $500,000 in current liabilities. Our net worth is $12 million which includes $13
million in liabilities for closure and post-closure costs. Post closure costs are estimated at $8 million.

Mr. Wheeler commented the Landfill is not like the Health Care Facility because we do not have a lot of
receivables and we do not have a cash problem. This is still an issue and we do need to account for the closure
and post-closure costs.

2. 2015 Year-End Budget Adjustments – Mrs. Hurd-Harvey presented two year-end budget
transfers for approval. The first is transferring $66,700 from the Jail budget into the Sheriff’s Office Retirement
line item to account for the past service credits that road patrol deputies were entitled to. The second transfer is
related to closing out the Health Care Facility. We are transferring $6.8 million in deficit and booking that as an
expense in the General Fund.

MOTION: APPROVING THE 2015 YEAR-END BUDGET TRANSFERS AS PRESENTED MADE BY MR.
ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR. SWACKHAMER. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

3. Setting the Date and Time of 2016 Real Property Tax Sale Auction – Mr. Donnelly requested
authorization to set the date and time for the 2016 Real Property Tax Sale Auction for Friday, July 15, 2016, at
10:00 a.m. to be held in the Bath Haverling Auditorium.

MOTION: SETTING THE DATE AND TIME OF THE 2016 ANNUAL REAL PROPERTY TAX SALE
AUCTION FOR FRIDAY, JULY 15, 2016, AT 10:00 A.M. MADE BY MR. SWACKHAMER. SECONDED BY
MR. SCHU. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

IV. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Tax Bills – Mr. Roush stated that as a follow-up to his previous discussion regarding the payee on the tax

bills. The County Attorney did research and his opinion is that the County cannot edict who the payee is for the tax bill,
however, we could recommend what that should be. The tax collector is an independent entity. The payee should be as
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an example, “Tax Collector of the Town of Erwin”, without including the individual’s name. He stated that he thinks we
should recommend to Mrs. Flaitz that she communicate that to the taxing agencies.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION AND RECONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT
TO PUBLIC OFFICERS’ LAW, ARTICLE 7§ 105.1.A. MATTERS WHICH WILL IMPERIL THE PUBLIC
SAFETY IF DISCLOSED; ARTICLE 7§ 105.1.F. THE MEDICAL, FINANCIAL, CREDIT OR EMPLOYMENT
HISTORY OF A PARTICULAR PERSON OR CORPORATION, OR MATTERS LEADING TO THE
APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, PROMOTION, DEMOTION, DISCIPLINE, SUSPENSION, DISMISSAL
OR REMOVAL OF A PARTICULAR PERSON OR CORPORATION; AND ARTICLE 7 §105.1.H. THE
PROPOSED ACQUISITION, SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY OR THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION
OF SECURITIES, OR SALE OR EXCHANGE OF SECURITIES HELD BY SUCH PUBLIC BODY, BUT ONLY
WHEN PUBLICITY WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY AFFECT THE VALUE THEREOF MADE BY MR. SCHU.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: APPROVING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #056.05-02-013.000 SITUATE
IN THE VILLAGE OF COHOCTON, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY
MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: APPROVING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #317.16-01-077.000 SITUATE
IN THE CITY OF CORNING, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: APPROVING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #151.80-01-094.000 SITUATE
IN THE CITY OF CORNING, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: APPROVING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #281.00-01-037.120 SITUATE
IN THE TOWN OF HORNBY, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: APPROVING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #124.00-03-017.200 SITUATE
IN THE TOWN OF HOWARD, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #197.11-01-019.122
SITUATE IN THE VILLAGE OF CANISTEO, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #328.00-03-003.200
SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF RATHBONE, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #262.00-01-016.120
SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF CAMPBELL, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2016 MADE BY MR. ROUSH.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #159.05-01-050.000
SITUATE IN THE VILLAGE OF BATH, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED
BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #340.18-01-036.000
SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF WEST UNION, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.
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MOTION: AUTHORIZING A HARDSHIP DEFERRAL RELATIVE TO PARCEL #166.25-01-031.000
SITUATE IN THE CITY OF HORNELL, EXPIRING MARCH 31, 2017 MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED
BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RECONVENE IN REGULAR SESSION MADE BY
MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR. SCHU. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO PURCHASE 250
PAGING SOFTWARE LICENSES FROM RONCO, SAID SOFTWARE TO BE INSTALLED IN THE COUNTY
OFFICE BUILDING AND BATH MENTAL HEALTH OFFICES FOR A TOTAL COST OF $12,745.00, TO BE
PAID FOR OUT OF PHONE SYSTEM CAPITAL PROJECT MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MS.
FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO CONTRACT WITH SUSAN M. PAYNE,
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT TO MODERATE A STRATEGIC
PLANNING SESSION AND DEVELOP A REPORT FOR A TOTAL COST OF $4,850 MADE BY MR. ROUSH.
SECONDED BY MS. FITZPATRICK. ALL BEING IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

MOTION: TO ADJOURN MADE BY MR. ROUSH. SECONDED BY MR. SWACKHAMER. ALL BEING IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIES 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted by

Amanda L. Chapman
Deputy Clerk
Steuben County Legislature

**NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR**
Tuesday, April 12, 2016.

Legislative Committee Room
9:00 a.m.

Please send agenda items to the Clerk of the Legislature’s Office
NO LATER THAN NOON
Wednesday, April 6, 2016.


